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On, then, my Mule, advent'roti/ly engage — 
And give Inftruttions, which concern the STAGE. 





Effay on Poetry. 
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mem A M forry to find, by fome Let- 
Ae ters which have been fent me, 
® fince the Publication of my Papert 
of Friday Laft, that [am accus’d 
fe by the Players, of too-“ftrain’d a 
ig Partiality, in Favour of a Young 
gavueices Gentleman, who appear’d with 
eF furprizing Capacity, in the Tra- 
and, in honeftt Fuftice to whom, 
‘gave it as my Opinion, that “ Neither of the two 
“Great Theatres coud have furnifh’d fuch an Of- 
€ man, by their veprefenting That Play, as They were 
& the Means of Producing, from their Lo/s of it.” 
Ir was far from my Purpofe, in That Paragraph, 
@ point particylar Cenfures, to the Difadvantage ot 
any of our Popular AGors ; having only, in my View, 
'Fheir too gexeral, and undeniable Defe, from.a kind 
of laxy, nnfecling; Indolence, wherewith they rather 
vepeat their Parts, than a them: gliding, paixlefly, 
oa, withthe Verfe; and neither touch'd by, nor im 
inting, the SENTIMENTS. — Whereas the Stage is 
‘the Ewpire of the Paffious ; where nothing, languid, 
unmark’d, or indifferent, ought to have Place: but 
Every Thing thou’d be animated, picturefque, and 
alarening. | 
Aux This, if we commonly Miss, at our Thea- 
tres, even in the Beft, and moft Efteem’d, at Borh 
Houfes, yet FIND it, (univerfally felt, and confefs’d) 
in ateuth, who has been ivffrudted by neither, It mutt 
naturally follgw, that the Longeft Life, {pent in 
Profession of an Actor's Art, may contribute Le/ 





to his Accomplifhment and Perfeétion, than a few 
thort Months, applied with Diligence, to the Srupy. 


of its etual Duties. 


I wd not therefore be mifunder{tood, as (peaking 


with Malisnity, or Prejudice, when I accufe the 


_ Players of Negledts, which I but with them to-ob-, 


ferve, in order to improve their own Skil, and give 
Encreafe to their Influence.—The Vanity, fo natural 
toGentlemen of this Profeffion, is much mote theif. 
Eaemythan lam; That being commonly the Greate 
where ill-founded, and leaft pardonable. If, then, 
take it down, a littie, for their Service, I fhall think 
myfelf entitled to Their Thanks ; who give us, beyond 
all Doubr, the ftrongeft Inftance in the World, with 
how much Caution, and in how Qualified a Senfe,we 
thou’'d receive the Proverb, that {uppofes Every Man 
the proper oft Fudap, ia His own Bufinefs. 

AP This been true, without Exceptions, Fwo 
Theatres cou'd never have agreed, in oné ridiculoutly 
miftaken Opinion, “That Zara, tho’ an Excellent 
“ Tragedy, so READ, wou'd hardly pleafe; spgm the 
“ Stace, becaufe Abundance of its warmeft Strokes 


‘ 
# 


‘The moft powerful Mover .o 


eh to? ~ UaleS 94 
fered to tlk, to the Bye of the toe 
. thoufand 


fos = roe, 


“ turn’d more upon RELIGTON than the Spirit of out 
© Times has Tafte for.””—Men who were weak enough 
tothink ih this ight manner, ought to b/afh, at their 
Correétion, in thofe Loudeft, and moft general, +fp- 
plaufes, which diftinguifh’d, in the Action, thofe b+ 
jected Paffages. —» All Poetry depends on Paffion, — 
é out Paffions, is Puthy- 
fiafm: and the warmeft, and moft {pirited Enthu- 
fiafm, is imptinted by Religious Sentiments. 1 quite 
exclude all Flatnefs of cold €anr, and formal Hebi: 
tudes of Sanctity : to which the Few Religious Strokes 
in Zara bear no manner of Refemblanée; but draw 
their Warmth, from the touch’d Heart, defcribi 
ftrongly, what it feels fincerely, and compelling t 
attentive Hearer, to participate in itsEmotions. =~ 

FRoM this particilar Remark upon the Emptinefs 
of Play-boufe Griticifm, 1 pals, ‘to general ints, 
whereby to manifeft an Incapacity, or Negligence, in 
almoft every Branch of our Theatrical A miniftra- 
$107. 

AN Actor, who affumes a Character, wherein he 
does not feem, in Earneft, to be the Perfon, ‘by whofe 
Name he calls himfelf, AFFRON'TS, iriftead of enter- 
taiging, the Audience.—-What Excufe, then, can be 
piven, in Defence of a Cuftom, that ts almoftas com- 
mon among Players, as their Vanity? They relax 
themfelves, ‘as foon as any Speech in their own’ Part is 
over, into an abfent Unattentivenefs to whatever is 
replied, by Another: looking round, and examining 
the Company of Spectators, with an Ear only watcl- 
ful of the Ove; at which, like Soldiers, upon the Wor 


of Command, They ftart, fuddenly, back to theif” i . 


tures, TONE over the unanimating Sownd of their Le/- 
fon; and, then, (like a Caterpillar, that has eredfed 
infelf at the Touch of a Twig) /brink again, to their 
Craw, and their Quier; and enjoy their full 
Eafe, till mext Rowfing. = 

Now, what Judge of Noergre will not ‘be fhock'd 
at this provoking Negle& of a Player's own Dity, and 
at fo arrogant a Contempt, of ‘Flat Refpect which fe 


owes t0 his Audience ?— ‘Does it not imply a a 
t to ob 1 


tion, that.we are either too ignoran e hi 
Defeds; or too Inconfiderable, codeferve his Atten- 
tion ? —- Have we not a Right Oa Reprefentation we 
have pgid for? And, is it poffible to bedeceiy’d in- 
to a ihe of the Player, for the Hero, He 
liftens, aswellas /peaks ? a» Unlels He Jooks the Con- 
tor, bye 

fignificate Geffurer, Starts, Changes, and 
Attitudes, whereby the Soul, at Work, inwardly 
thagws out Marks of its Senfation ? 
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J never recollect, without fmiling, an Anfwer I 
ofice receiv'd, from an eminent Stage Lady, whom I 
was advifing to look forrowfully, in a Part, of Diftrets- 
ful Anguith — “ Ob!° Dear Sir; replied the fathion- 
“* able Mourner, whofe Mouth is remarkably pretty ! 
“ _. Any Thing but MakiNc Facks, in Tragedy!” 
—— I was about to remonftrate the invincible Power of 
Beauty, in Tears ; but luckily found my Miftake, in 
the Colour on her Cheeks, which was laid on too char- 
mingly, to permit her to cry, ix good Earneft. And 
I cube to have reflected, with the Civility due to the 
Sex, that whatever is loft to the Lady reprefenting, for 
no better a Reafon, than, that it may add Orvament 
to Sp Lady reprefented, is a Sacrifice, too dear ; and 
an Expectation umpolite, and iunmannerly. 

Ir is equally unreafonable to call for the Tears of 
thefe Ladies, upon another Confideration in Favour of 
their undifturb’d Serenity. — ‘They carry no Cambrick 
in their-Hands; and ’twou’d-fpoil a Lace-Handker- 
chief, and limber away its Dignity, fhou'd fhe weep it 
out of its Elegance. No Matter tho’ One of a 
cheaper and commoner Sort wou’d become her Con- 
dition much better, nay, and appear ten times as fixe, 
and as flowing! Thereis Regard, inthefe Cafes, to 
be had to Solemmnity :. andthe Ladies, no Doubt, have 
their Reafons, why no Handkerchief is fo well quali- 
fied as a Lace one, to give Stiffne/s its full Pro- 
priety. 

THEsE two civil Paragraphs, tho’ [ amno Knight 
of the Bath, I thought die. to my, Defence of the 
Ladies. —To their Lovers, however, I thall give no 
fuch ence. — Let them therefore take Notice, 





that when they areto D1E, from this Time forward, 


They do it with Judgment, and Decency. — I have 
feen, in Shakefpear’s Phrafe, a Robuft Perriwig-pated 
Fellow, fhake a Tempeft of Powder about him, and 
fall, (like a Chimney, inahigh Wind) not only fright- 
ning, but blinding, All, who ftood under his Ruins ! 
— It is Pity, methinks, that One of thefe dead Tum- 
blers fhou’d ever rife, from his Fall, to esdanger the 
Stage he belongs to. — For my Part, I have only Oxe 
Caufe of Concern, upon fuch alarming Occafions ‘as 
'Thefe; I feel my Head ake, in Refpect to the AGors. 
—But, there are, commonly, Men call’d Critics, in 
the Pit, who /ook fowre, from a different Motive: 
and take Pains to provoke their next Neighbours to 
much meaner Opinions than they brought thither with 
them, of the Player's Accomplifbment, who has broke 
his own, Hgad, to touch the Hearts of his Au- 
dience.. 

“ Pray confider, (1 have heatd one of thefe Gentle- 
“ mn declaiming) whether That Fellow delerves to 
* any longer, after he has died in fo ftupid a 
< Manner ?>—————How unnatural ! how ungraceful ! 
“ how unlike Anything, but the Abfurdity of Thefe 
“ Mens prepofterous Conceptions ! — Cou’d It be 
« ‘believ’d, without feeing, that They fhou’d want 
< Common Senfe and Reflection, to give usa move- 
“ ing Refemblance of That languid Gradation of Stag- 
“ gering—That flow and dizzy Decline—That well- 
“ acted finking, to Death, which muft touch, and 
“ force Pity, Apprehenfion, and Grief, becaufe 
© ftrikingly painted, and Natural !” 


I have feen Oroonoko, inftead of throwing himfel, 
upon the Ground, like 2 Man who wou’d pierce into 
Earth, to efcape from his Painz; and his In fults, kick 


- back his Heels, into the Air, and {pring high, to fal] 
heavy, like a Flounder, in a Fifb-woman’s Basket — 


I have heard the whole ‘Houfe in an Uproar, at this 
Proof of the Player’s Dexterity: and not a Hif, from 


the.Boxes, informing them, that wo fuch ill-tim’d Az. 


lity inthe Body, thou’d be confider’d as an Atonement 
for fo much Clumfinefs in the Underftanding, as coy'4 
induce.a Man to-forget the Grace and Majefty of his 
Character : and exprefs the Defpair of a Hero, by the 
Levity of a Mountebank’s .Z an y. 

THERE never rifes_a Ghof?, but, inftead of excite. 
ing out Horror, The Poor Shade is fure tobe laugh d 
at, from the Aukwardnefs of thefe Peoples Invention 
— Had 'They only the Wit, in Place of foewing us 
their TRAP, to conceal it; by contriving to elevate 
at the fame Time, a-proper Length of That Part of 
the Stage, that is between the Ghoff, and the Audi. 
ence, No Hole being feen, for his*Rifing, he wou’d 
Seem to afcend, thro’ rhe Floor, and bring with hi 
in Confequence, the A/arm he was fent to occafion. 
—By this uxmechanical Turn of their Heads, I have 
often thought queftionable the Truth of a Repo 


I am afraid has been calculated to difgrace the Free. 


- Mafons, as if Moft of the Players were Accepted 


Members of that ancient and honourable Society : 
Whereas, from fo /amentable an Inftance of their De- 
ficiency in the moft obvious, of Arts, It is manifeft, 
They can never have been /et into the SECRET. 

Amps the Variety of their Errors, Let me not 
be wnjuft to their Merit ; and forget the Acknowledge- 
ment of One Excellence they are generally Matters of. 
—As Alexander the Great, when puzzled howto 
untie a Knot, found it Ea/y, and better fuited to his 
Dignity, to cut his Way thro’ it, like a Conqueror; 
So, Thefe Refemblers of Alexander, in generous Re- 
{pec to his Memory, have adopted the Imitation of 
his Praétice.~ They are fometimes, at a Lofs, (for 
who is always {ufficient ?) how to w#tter ftrong Paf- 
fions, which their Voice, or their Underftanding, may 
not perhaps be turx’d for.—In all fuch Cafes as Thefe, 
They have a Remedy, call’d a SrricrurgE, that re- 
moves the whole Difficulty, ina Moment.—Cur iT 
our, is the Word : and They have Horace’s Autho- 
rity, for fo doing. 


Where you want Skill, to make Expreffion fhine, 
Out with it,—and expunge the ftubborn Line. 


I have touch’d, in this Paper, but a few Owt-lines 
of my Picture — I will ufe a free Pencil hereafter, 
and lay-on my Colours ux/paringly.—Yet, This De- 
claration, however, I think it neceffary to make, that, 
as I purpofe to purfue this Argument, for the Benefit. 
of the Players Themfelves, and the Advantage of 
their Art, L fhall be as tender as poffible; and avoid 
all fuch Perfonal Remarks, as ney chance to be of 
Prejudice to the Succefs of Any Honeft Man, in his 
Pyofeffion. Weise ay, 
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